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Scholar Spotlight: Angela, FL 

Angela just completed her Associateõs Degree and is moving on to get her Bachelorõs Degree in 

Criminal Justice. She hopes to go on to law school and earn her J.D. After struggling with alcohol 

dependence, Angela realized she needed to truly focus on how to support her children. She decided 

to go back to school and has set high goals for herself. She recently finished her Paralegal Studies 

program, and finished with one of the highest GPAs in her program. She is continuing on with her 

Bachelorõs Degree and is excited to learn more, develop her work ethic, and show her daughters 

just how valuable an education is.  With her education, Angela hopes to give back and volunteer her 

services to individuals who have trouble finding employment due to criminal records. She would 

like to also continue volunteering with domestic violence and homeless shelters by helping with 

legal paperwork.  

òAs a single mother of two smart, beautiful daughters, I knew early on that I had to be able to provide for 

them. I knew that in order to give them the best life possible that I needed to further my education. Although 

the road to pursuing my goals has been difficult at times, I knew that receiving a higher education outweighed 

any of the obstacles that I might face.ó 

Connect with us on social media: 

www.rankinfoundation.org 

Itõs Time to Talk: Forums on Race| 
March 19, 2018 - 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Tate Grand Hall at UGAõs Tate Student Center 
 

Join us for our 2nd Annual It's  Time to Talk: Forums on 
Race presented by Piedmont Athens Regional and the Univer-
sity of Georgia Student Government Association. Co-Chairs 
for this year's event are Valerie Bell, Executive Director of 
Athens Regional Library and Roya Naghepour, UGA Student 
Body Vice President. This forum offers each and every person 
who attends the opportunity to participate in a thoughtful dia-
logue on racism, where you will leave inspired to personally 
take action to advance equity in your community. Each table 
will be facilitated by trained Volunteer Racial Justice Facilita-
tors.  Contact Karen at 706.540.9154 if you are interested in 
sponsoring a table. For tickets or if you are interested in volun-
teering as a Racial Justice Facilitator, sign up online at: 
www.rankinfoundation.org/itstime2talk 

Letter from the Executive Director 

Greetings Friends and Supporters -  

As the new year begins, we reflect on all the wonderful things that have 
developed over the past 12 months at JRF. What we are most grateful 
for is YOU, our awesome supporters and donors. It truly "takes a 
village"  to deliver our mission and the role you play is very critical. 
We are grateful for your partnership and support. There are literally 
hundreds of people who contribute to JRF's success. 

At the 1st Annual Jeannette Rankin Legacy Lecture we celebrated our 
Founders, five wonderful women whose vision and dedication to help-
ing other women, delivered big returns to more than 1,000 women and 
their families. 

We have an incredible leadership team in our Board of Directors. They hail from all over the country and are in multiple pro-
fessions. Their passion and dedication to the mission of JRF moves us forward. 

We are particularly appreciative of the Coca-Cola Foundation, Donna Zenor, and Alexandra Kilpatrick. Collectively, their 
support helped us increase the number of Rankin Scholarships possible this year.  

We appreciate the hundreds of volunteers who read the scholarship applications as well as those that help us create successful 
events and programs that share our story. 

And last, but certainly not least, I am grateful for our JRF staff. Daily, you take your devotion to empowering women through 
education and put it into action. We look forward to another wonderful year, focusing on how we can make the world a bet-
ter place for our Scholars and their families. 

YOU make the difference! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  

Yours for Women and Education, 
-Karen   

THANK  YOU COCA -COLA! 

Thanks to a generous grant from the 

Coca-Cola Foundation, we are able 

to award scholarships to more de-

serving women. We have been be-

yond blessed by the Coca-Cola Foun-

dation's continued support of em-

powering women through education 

and are thrilled to be able to make 

more "happy phone calls" to wel-

come more women into the JRF 

Scholar family. We cannot begin to 

express our gratitude to the Coca-

Cola Foundation. but we'll 

try:  Thank You, Thank You, Thank 

You!  #CokeGivesBackNA  

Our 2018 Scholarship Application Cycle is Open! 

Are you, or someone you know, a low-income woman over the age of 
35 in pursuit of a college degree? Check out our Scholarship Application 
to see if you qualify for a JRF Scholarship! Deadline is March 1, 2018. 
More info at: rankinfoundation.org/students/application  

http://www.rankinfoundation.org


Donor Spotlight: Assurant 

For the second year in a row, Assurant was the Presenting Sponsor for Atlanta SMART Par-

ty. Assurant is a Fortune 500 company with local offices in the Atlanta area and has proven 

to have a big heart for helping our JRF Scholars. Their core values include: Common Sense, 

Common Decency, Uncommon Thinking and Uncommon Results. Their stated purpose is: 

To help people protect what matters most to them. 

Our experience with Assurant proves that not only do they help people protect what mat-

ters most to them - they are helping women and families build a life to protect. We are so 

grateful for the multiple Assurant employees who have volunteered with JRF from serving 

on the SMART Party committee to reading scholarship applications to serving on our Board 

of Directors. Thank you Assurant for your support! 

Top picture: Vice President, Corporate Responsibility & Community Engagement Ex-
ecutive Director, of Assurant Foundation Shawn Kahle, JRF Executive Director Karen 
Sterk, Atlanta SMART Woman and Proposal Manager at Assurant Monica Nixon, and 
JRF Board Member and Vice President, Global Change Management at Assurant Libby 
Pollock. 

Bottom picture: 2016 Atlanta Smart Party 2.0 Assurant employees with SMART 
Woman, LeChanda Harper, Director of Processing Hazard Operations at Assurant.  

Scholar Spotlight: Rhonda, GA 

Rhonda is pursuing her Bachelor's in Business Administration, with a concentration in Healthcare Ad-

ministration. Rhonda once felt that her life was hopeless and an endless cycle of struggling. However, 

Rhonda has renewed her sense of self-confidence and is determined to finish her degree in order to 

move up and be able to make a real difference in the lives of patients. Meanwhile, she is raising four 

boys as a single mother, which is no easy feat. Focusing on her education has been difficult, but Rhon-

da knows that she has the strength to continue through and finally meet the goals she put on hold al-

most thirty years ago.   

"I have put myself on hold to raise a family, and to ensure I was fully dedicated to my current 

employer. Due to financial reasons it seemed very difficult to do all these things and still be able to finally ob-

tain my bachelor's degree. The financial burden is still there, but I refuse to let anything else deter me from fin-

ishing what I started so many years ago. The possibilities for me are limitless."   

SMART Party Athens 1.0 was a great success, raising money for our amazing Scholars. 

We celebrated four incredible SMART Women of Athens and heard inspiring stories from our 

Scholars. Many thanks to co-chairs Laura Bierema, Genie Chamberlin and Michelle Cook for put-

ting together a fun, social and SMART evening! Thank you to everyone who came out and cele-

brated with us! A great big Thank You to all of our generous sponsors for your continued support. 

Mark your calendars for next year!  Check out photos from the event at:: www.flickr.com/

photos/rankinfund  

SMART Party ATL 3.0 brought together some of the SMARTEST women in 

the Atlanta area and helped to raise $78,922! We want to thank our wonderful Schol-

ars for coming out to share their inspiring stories, The Gathering Spot for being 

such gracious hosts, and of course our amazing planning committee and co-chairs 

Libby Pollock, Liz Pavey and Vashti Canti for putting together an unforgettable night. 

Thank you to each and everyone of you that came out to support us and gave so generously. 
A very special thanks to our presenting sponsor Assurant and to all of our sponsors for their 

support. Check out photos from the event at: www.flickr.com/photos/rankinfund  

 

 

 

Scholar Spotlight: Tammie, TX 

Tammie is currently pursuing her Bachelorõs of Social Work, with plans to continue on to get her 

Masterõs of Social Work. After making the challenging choice to leave an abusive relationship after 30 

years, Tammie knew it was time to start over and build her own life. She wants to give back to other 

women who have been trapped in abusive, exploitative, oppressive, and dangerous relationships and 

circumstances. She has volunteered at the same local womenõs shelters that provided help to her 

when she was in need, and she volunteers with an organization that helps women escape the com-

mercial sex industry. She has been challenged throughout life by many manmade disasters, but she 

persists through them all with the goal to help other women come out of darkness into better lives.  

òBy pursuing a college education, I am reframing what was once a constricting, traumatic experience, and I am 

shaping it into an expansive opportunity for growth and liberation that I want to share with other women.ó 

Ann Woodruffõs Legacy Lives On 

Ann Woodruff, a lifelong JRF supporter, passed away in July of 2017. Ann was an early 

feminist and spent her life supporting women in her profession. Her legacy of empow-

ering women lives on as she left JRF a bequest in her will. In October, we were sur-

prised with a visit from Annõs daughter, Alice, where she presented us with a generous 

check on Annõs behalf. We are committed to honoring Annõs legacy by continuing on 

with the good work she supported throughout her life. We are so grateful for the 

Woodruff familyõs love and support. You can find out more about leaving a legacy with 

JRF at: www.rankinfoundation.org/support/legacy  

 

Ann Woodruff  
1927-2017 

Alice Woodruff presenting 
the check to LaTrena Stokes, 
JRF Program Manager. 

Jeannette Rankin Legacy Lecture 
On November 29 we held our inaugural Jean-

nette Rankin Legacy Lecture series held at the 

UGA Richard B. Russell library. Guest were 

invited to hear JRF Founders share in a panel 

discussion on their inspiration and insight on 

the very beginnings of JRF. Dr. Sara Hayden 

(pictured above), professor of communications 

studies at the University of Montana spoke on 

Jeannette Rankin's feminist rhetoric. We loved 

hearing more about the humble beginnings of 

JRF and being able to share that with our long 

time supporters. Check out photos at: 

www.flickr.com/photos/rankinfund  

5th Annual Running for 

Rankin 5K  

This yearõs Running for Rankin was 

a fantastic success with 235 runners! 

We had so much fun at Oconee 

Veterans Park on August 26th run-

ning to raise money for our Schol-

ars. Many thanks to our presenting 

sponsor, Caterpillar, and to all of 

our dedicated sponsors! Check out 

pictures of the event at: 

www.flickr.com/photos/

rankinfund 

Connecting the Dots 

In August, we were able to host 

some of our generous supporters 

that provide one or more full 

scholarships each year to a new 

event, Connecting the Dots. 

Each donor reflected on why they 

became involved with JRF. This 

event allowed us to "connect the 

dots" between their donations and 

the real life impact they have on 

our Scholars. Thank you to all who 

joined us in this celebration!  


